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By Father Don King

Survey Results... You may recall that this fall

we initiated a parish-wide survey of parishioners’
attitudes and opinions about the parish and about how
our community was meeting peoples’ spiritual needs.
Nearly 350 individuals responded to the survey. The
survey was also offered throughout the US and Canada
and over 3,000 responses were received. Interestingly,
St. Michael Parish had the most respondents of any
parish in the country. Thank you very much for your participation and for very
thoughtful and encouraging responses.
While the full significance of the survey is still being studied, the woman who
authored the survey and will assess its results is named Leisa Anslinger, of Catholic
Faith and Life. We spoke to her about our parishioners’ replies and she has made
the results from St. Michael available to us. Both the parish staff and the Parish
Pastoral Council have reviewed the material and are already using the information
to help shape a plan of action in response to what we learned.
One of the significant initial findings of
the survey has to do with the importance
of engaging people in the parish and
helping them to feel like they belong. This
is evident in our responses to the survey as
well as in those from across the country, all
of which are corroborated in engagement research done by the Gallup Organization.
In parish life the process of engagement is one of bringing people to a deep sense of
belonging within their parish communities because belonging leads to faith that is
lived in very particular ways in daily life. This need is evident in the responses of our
parishioners to the survey. One parishioner wrote:
Interestingly, St. Michael Parish
had the most respondents
of any parish in the country

“I need to daily stay connected with Jesus through prayer. I also need to share with
family and friends about life’s struggles and joys. I need the community of my parish.
It feels like a second home to me. The Eucharist and other prayer opportunities our
parish offers helps nourish me. The affirmation I receive from my church family also
nourishes my spiritual life.”
Continued on page 2
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In effect, our life relationship with God
is best, most deeply experienced, when
we have others with whom we can walk
the journey of faith. Having those few
with whom we may express our greatest
hopes, dreams, doubts and longings
will make a great difference in our
willingness to embrace Christ and to be
embraced as the persons we are.

in meaningful and personal ways with
other parishioners? As we continue to
study the survey results we hope to
identify concrete ways to respond to
the needs and trends that are pointed
to in your responses. We will keep you
informed as further analysis of the parish
data is made available.

It follows from all of this that a key
task of a parish is to create a culture
of holiness in the parish by helping
people to form deep friendships with
one another, with parish leaders and
fellow parishioners as mentors and
companions. When we engage people
we lead them to holiness, a life of faith
that is lived in the daily circumstances
of their lives. Engaged people pray daily;
say their faith is involved in every aspect
of their lives; speak words of kindness
when encouragement is needed; are
more willing to forgive others and find
inner peace as a result of their faith;
are willing to take unpopular stands
to defend their faith. Ms. Anslinger
observes that a congregation is only as
strong as the relationships within it.

happy to report progress on our building
projects. The new family restroom in
the gathering space is complete, and it
is getting its share of use. Most of the
work on the bell tower is complete.

Building Projects... We are

It follows from all of this
that a key task of a parish is to
create a culture of holiness in
the parish by helping people to
form deep friendships with one
another, with parish leaders and
fellow parishioners as mentors
and companions.

Continued from page 1

that we add a lower “basement” floor
under the new wing. As we study the
plans and the position of the building,
and the lay of the land, this seems to
make a lot of sense. Although we may
not be able to finish it at this time, it
would be space that would provide
meeting space for a number of parish
activities.
Once the plans are finalized, we hope to
approach once again those parishioners
who made no response to our Building
on Our Heritage Campaign. We are
presently at just over $2.6 million. We
continue to have a goal of $3.2 million
and are anxious to provide every parishioner the opportunity to participate in
this important project.

A reminder about the 2014
Annual Bishop’s Appeal...

This past year 2013, the Bishop’s Appeal
at St. Michael was folded into the capital
campaign, thus you did not receive
separate information or requests for
The company that is doing the work
your participation. This year, in February
will continue when weather permits
and March the Diocese will conduct
throughout the winter. The maintethe annual appeal. The parish will have
nance building and priests’ house are
a goal to reach and you will be asked
The survey results raise several questions complete. Last year’s Bishop’s appeal
to contribute, as you have in the past.
is paid in full.
for us to ponder as we plan for our
Please be generous in your response.
parish’s future. How do we draw people
Need continues to be great among those
Plans for the new school entrance
into deeper relationships with one
who are most served by the appeal. Your
and the new office space are being
another, in ways that seem natural,
generous response is a very good way
developed. You may recall that we plan
begin with varying degrees of formality
to help the neediest of our community.
to put an addition on the southeast
and include simple yet meaningful
corner of the school between the present Thank you in advance for your generous
conversations with each other? What
principal’s office and the bell tower that contribution to the Annual Bishop’s
aspects of parish life might be fertile
Appeal.
would house 12 offices for the parish
ground for the cultivation of this holy
and a new office area and elevator for
ground? How do we systemically create
Lastly, people occasionally ask about the
the school. We hope to put plans out
opportunities for good friendships
demolition of the convent. No date has
for your review in the next few weeks
within the parish community? How do
and possibly put them out for bid before been set. It depends a bit on cash flow.
we support and affirm those who seek
The cost will be about $40,000. This was
the end of winter. Many of those who
to live a faith-filled life? How can you,
not a part of the Capital Campaign but
attended meetings earlier encouraged
as a parishioner do your part to connect
will come from parish savings.
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By Ann-Margaret Lambo, Newsletter Committee

“Poverty calls us to sow hope…. Poverty is the flesh of the poor Jesus, in that child who
is hungry, in the one who is sick, in those unjust social structures.” (Pope Francis, 6/7/13)

P

ope Francis has renewed the
attack on the scandal of poverty
in a world of plenty, a challenge he
sees for the church and all of humanity.
St. Michael parishioners strive to meet
the challenge and work to assist the less
fortunate in many ways.
Food donations throughout the year
support food pantries at neighboring
parishes and provide annual Thanksgiving food baskets. In partnership with
St. Mary / St. Benedict Parish, we
provide both manpower and funding
for the St. Benedict community meal
and the St. Mary food pantry distribution including paper and soap products.
Donated baby food and infant supplies
are delivered to Catholic Charities for
St. Michael parishioners
strive to meet the challenge
and work to assist the less
fortunate in many ways.

the First Step program. We also support
Community Harvest with donations of
leftover prepared foods. Donated
personal care products such as soap and
shampoo are delivered to the Canton
Friendship Center and food pantries.
Clothing assistance includes the annual
Coats for Christmas drive and support

of Catholic Charities Women’s clothing
closet. Holy Cross Academy St. Michael
Campus collects adult and children’s
clothing in the “Kiducation” bin in the
parking lot.
We help shelter the less fortunate by
working with Catholic Charities to
provide rent and utility payment
assistance. A second collection provided support for Catholic Charities’ “Keep
Kids Warm” campaign. The Knights of
Columbus led our recent participation
in a Habitat for Humanity build and we
provide workers for local Hammer &
Nails projects to fix up homes.
Our annual giving tree project involves
many parishioners in providing over
1,800 Christmas presents to families
in need.
Our Archangel Fund provides support
to organizations that reach out to the
underserved in our society in providing
housing, sustenance, utilities and other
financial request that serve basic
human needs.
Our caring for others extends beyond
our local community with collections
for Missions, the Church Oversees,
the Holy Land and hurricane relief.
The Social Concerns Committee will
publish a “Donation Guide” in the
weekly bulletin later this year.

New Parishioners
August 2013 - January 2014
Kevin & Katrina Barton & Family
Brook Benko & Family
Steve & Erin Boyd & Family
Lisa & Troy Broucker & Family
Joni Close
Mary DeSarro
Michael & Stacey Dentler & Family
Joseph & Diane Fernandez
Emil & Suzanne Hasenstab
Jason & Dove Hout & Family
Matthew Humerickhouse
Jessie & Jennifer Janson
Hank & Ann Kloots & Family
Kelly Lohman
Brandon & Lauren Masidonski
Joseph & Wanda Mathys
Robert & Amanda Miller & Family
Benjamin & Emily Moore & Family
James & Colleen Nagy & Family
Terry & Joyce Nolan
Adam & Erika Norreck
William & Nicole Phillips & Family
Jeff & Grace Powers & Family
Brian & Erica Rahe & Family
Frank & Charlotte Ranalli & Family
Richard & Marisa Rohn & Family
Paula Rohrer
Tom & Kathleen Shearer
Noah Stalcup
Veronica Svik
Daniel & Danette Theriault & Family
John & Sara Williams & Family

Baptisms
July 2013 - January 2014
Lucia Maria Adams
Josephine May Binkley
Camryn Lynn Chirillo
Giovanni Leonard DiSabato
Austin Luke Gerstenslager
Reagan Saxen Hofner
Adalynn Kathleen Hudec
Nathan Dean Johnson
Caroline Frances Kabbara
Ella Grace McCormack
Allie Elizabeth Moore
Kathrine Sarah Moore
Elizabeth Rose Pflaum
Emma Katherine Prato
Abigail Susan Spicer
Aubree Elizabeth White
Ella Grace Krammes

Parishioners select tags from the Giving Tree after Mass.
Winter 2014
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St. Michael’s

2014 Lenten Retreat
Heart and Soul Spirituality
With Father John Graden

Heart and Soul Spirituality is a four night mission
retreat. Using proclamation, preaching, story, music,
humor, community sharing, and ritual action,
Father John Graden will lead us into four nights of
reflection that will touch our hearts and stir our souls.

SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 7:15 PM
Being the Beloved: Identity as God’s Own
This first evening is designed to get us in touch with the fundamental reality of our faith: God loves
us beyond all imaginings because God is love and God is faithful.
MONDAY, MARCH 17, 7:00 PM
Responding to God: Sin and Reconciliation
With Sacrament of Reconciliation
This evening explores the mystery of our lack of response to being so loved, our dysfunction as we
run from the source of life and are attached to self-destruction, and the salvation and forgiveness that
comes in Jesus Christ. The evening includes the sacrament of reconciliation.
TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 7:00 PM
Being in Christ: Ministry of the Baptized
In this third evening, we open ourselves to growth in the spiritual life, and transformation by the
power of the Spirit, as we put on the mind of Christ. We explore what it means to be a member of
the Body of Christ and, even in our wounded-ness, to serve and heal our brothers and sisters.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 7:00 PM
A Faith to be Shared: Liturgy of the Eucharist
This final evening is a celebration of the Eucharist, and the topic is evangelization. Who sowed the
seeds of God in our hearts? Who sowed them in the life of Jesus? And what seeds do we sow in the
lives of those who come behind us?
Father John Graden is an Oblate of St. Francis de Sales, and Director of
DeSales Resources & Ministries near Niagara Falls, NY. Ordained in 1976,
he has degrees in Biology, Divinity, and Religious Education. His experience
includes seven years as a high school teacher, and seven years as a vocation
director. He is a two-time cancer survivor, and a has a special affection for
third-world Missions.
Father Graden has preached hundreds of parish missions since 1984.
As a Catholic evangelist, he is known for his teaching, preaching, singing,
and storytelling.
Art courtesy of cruzblanca.org
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News from Holy Cross Academy
St. Michael Campus
By Claire Gatti, Principal

O

ne of our top priorities is to
provide a top-notch quality
education to our students. We
are continually evaluating our program
to update it and to be as responsive to
the needs of individual students as we
can. However, we probably need to
celebrate more often what makes us
different. We exist as a ministry of the
Catholic Church. Our faith in God and
all that entails is the reason for our existence. Our faith is central to how we
make decisions about our school, about
how we teach, and about how we
expect our students to treat one another.
We want our students and families to
experience God’s grace in their lives.
We are different by design. The National
Catholic Education Association slogan
for the year is “Catholic Schools:
Communities of Faith, Knowledge,
and Service”. It is our job to guide the
students in their faith, knowledge and
service to others, to our St. Michael
School community, to the community
at large, and to our world.
Thanks to the efforts of our dedicated
faculty and faith-filled parents, our
school year is progressing smoothly.

I am so grateful to the many people
who volunteer and support our efforts
to promote the spiritual, academic
and social growth of our students. The
teachers, staff, and I share the responsibility in building Catholic values in
our beautiful young people who God
has placed in our care. Our partnership
I am very happy to say that a
graduate of Holy Cross Academy
St. Michael campus is a model
of faith, excels academically, and
exhibits exemplary character all
while being actively involved in
their community.

with The School Advisory Board is so
unique and is the fundamental success
of our school program. We appreciate
parents who volunteer and help out in
our school. We are role models for our
children and when we model
being of service to others, when
parents role model by volunteering in
school and showing the importance
of caring for one another we instill
that value in them.

The faculty and staff of St. Michael
School are outstanding! They are the
most dedicated, hard working group
of people who I have ever met.
Whatever is asked of them, they are
ready to do. They spend extra time
to go over and above the call of duty.
They maintain high standards and have
high achievement among their students.
We are truly blessed with our faculty.
I am so very proud of them.
The students of St. Michael School are
respectful and kind. They work hard at
their schoolwork, maintain good grades,
and are involved in a number of activities offered at our school. I am very
happy to say that a graduate of Holy
Cross Academy St. Michael campus is
a model of faith, excels academically,
and exhibits exemplary character all
while being actively involved in their
community. I look forward to being at
school to see the students and staff each
and everyday. When you love what you
are doing, it isn’t work. If you would
like to come and visit during a school
day, you are certainly welcome. Just call
the school office and we will make the
arrangements.

Left: Fr. Don King blesses the children in the church. Right: Catholic Schools Week pep rally.
Winter 2014
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Women’s Retreat — Memorable Day for All
By Barb Hoot and Marian McCarthy, Women’s Retreat Committee

O

n Saturday, January 11th, eightytwo women gathered in The
Fannon Center to participate in
the women’s retreat with speaker Sister
Melannie Svoboda, SND. Sr. Melannie
spoke on “Four Gifts for the New Year:
Wonder, Courage, Hope, and Playfulness”. The day included prayer, group
input, quiet reflecting, a short video,
stories, music, laughter, fun and camaraderie. Sister’s message to celebrate,
with a passion, and share these gifts
from God, was very encouraging and
uplifting. After Sister’s presentation, we
all felt renewed, energized, and ready
to face another year. We even shared a
picture or symbol representing a gift in
our life.
During her presentation, Sr. Melannie
explained that God is speaking to us
always. God speaks to us, in a special
way in the midst of our sorrows and

joys, in our disappointments and
successes, in our fears and hopes, and
even in our pain. She beautifully
illustrated each gift from God, and
offered some simple advice. Sister
believes we need to slow down and
enjoy the world. We also need to open
God speaks to us,
in a special way in the midst
of our sorrows and joys,
in our disappointments
and successes, in our fears
and hopes,
and even in our pain.

ourselves and recognize the many gifts
God has placed in our midst. Sister
reminded us to have the courage to
face adversity, knowing that God is with
us, and even in the midst of a cynical
world, we must always have hope.

Parishioner Portrait

All the women attending received a
copy of Sister Melannie’s poem, “Life
Is Short” which was set to music and
sung by volunteer participants. As
Sister Melannie said in her poem, “Life
is short so smile, play, wonder, pray,
apologize, bend, learn, and live!” The
day concluded with the song, “Go Make
a Difference,” as all were reminded to
celebrate and share God’s gifts of
wonder, courage, hope and playfulness.
The committee, headed by Marian
McCarthy, and members Kathy Brown,
Linda Casey, Paula Durwin, Mary
Foraker, Debbie Gibbins, Barb Hoot,
Eileen Murphy, and Mary Stuckey
would like to recognize and thank
Justin Huyck, Pastoral Associate, and
Libby Saxton, Director of Music, for
their time and talent in making the
day memorable for all.

Larry and Jan Vignos

By Ann-Margaret Lambo, Newsletter Committee

L

arry and Jan Vignos just celebrated
their 55th wedding anniversary on
January 31, 2014. Canton natives,
the Vignoses have been members at
St. Michael Parish for 54 years. The
couple has four children – Julie, Terri,
Cheryl and Jeff – who all attended St.
Michael School and Central Catholic
High School. Five grandchildren
complete the Vignos family.
Both Larry and Jan have been involved
in Parish life, as individuals and as a
couple. Larry was an active member
in the Men’s Club, the Men’s Choir,
and helped coach a St. Michael Grade
School girls Soft Ball Team. He was
on the committees for Parish Capital
Campaigns and joined the RCIA Team
in 1997.
Jan was an active member in the Ladies
Guild (Past President), served on Parish
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Council, a Girl Scout Leader and in
1986 became a member of the RCIA
Team (And she’s still on the Team!)
As a couple the Vignoses worked with
the St. Michael’s Team building several
homes for Habitat for Humanity, made
the Marriage Renewal and served on
that Team (1 yr.). They are volunteers
for the St. Benedict’s Church Saturday
lunch program and have been part of
the Landscape Committee since 2000.
Although they like everything they are
involved in they like being Eucharistic
Ministers best.

“Sharing our Catholic faith with the
candidates each year has been a blessing
for us. We love all the Ministries that are
offered at St Michaels.”

“Being involved at St. Michael’s has
always been a priority for us,” Larry
noted. “It also enriches our ongoing
faith journey.”
“We both have really enjoyed being
a part of the RCIA Team,” Jan added.
Winter 2014
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Landscape Committee Grows
By Mary Jo Ebner, Landscape Committee

A

s I write this article, St. Michaels’s
Landscape Committee is
wrapping up our 13th year of
planning, digging, planting, trimming,
and all else that has created the
landscape areas around the parish
campus. We have come a long way
since those early days and have enjoyed
all of them, however we also realize
it is time to find new leadership for
our committee and God did hear our
In August of this year,
The Canton City Garden Club
awarded St. Michaels
with an Award of Merit
for the landscaped grounds
especially the St. Francis
Garden.

Fr. Brad Helman and the work began.
By the Spring of 2002 we were a committee of 16 parishioners. The grounds
were divided into areas with a team
of members in charge of each section.
Jim Schmader took the lead to design
the areas, Bob Holtgreive designed an
irrigation system and we were on our
way. The St. Michael’s Ladies Guild
purchased the three large pots at the
entrance of the church. These pots are
replanted during the various seasons of
the year and continue to welcome our
parishioners and guests.
Our first garden was the St. Francis
Garden and in 2002, Don Lundstrom

was commissioned by the St. Michael’s
Garden Club and The St. Michaels
Bridge Group to design and sculpt the
statue of St. Francis. The statue was
dedicated on the feast of St. Francis in
2003 and the labyrinth installed.
During these early years we would
weed and feed all of the grassed areas
and create our own mulch. Tom Ebner
would track down tree trimmers and
arrange to have them drop off their
chips. Ed Mathein would then re-chip
them and the spreading began. However, as the church area expanded, this
work became overwhelming for our
Continued on page 8

prayers. This January our new leaders
will be Barbara and Scott Tolbert and
Leo and Linda Casey. We feel very
pleased, grateful and blessed that they
will continue to lead this wonderful
committee.
The committee was organized in June,
2001 by Mary Jo Ebner, Jim Schamder,
and Bob Holtgreive. After our new
church was built, it was time to turn
the many rocks, weeds, and dirt into
grass, trees, and gardens. We met with

The Landscape Committee is responsible for the beautiful garden areas around the parish.
Winter 2014

Photos by Mary Joseph
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small group so we began ordering our
mulch. We are now spreading about 20
yards of mulch every Spring.
By the summer of 2003 our committee
grew to 21 and more groups were
getting involved. George Williams, Jr.
earned his Eagle Award by developing the area under the chapel. Josh
Kerr then completed landscaping the
convent for his Eagle Award. Boy Scout
Troop 122, Lifeteen, and Jackson H.S.
students would continue to help us
on our big workdays and our grounds
began to grow.
In 2007, it was time to re-landscape
the rectory. Jan and Larry Vignos had
worked hard to trim the 50 year old
shrubbery so through rain and snow the
project was done. St. Michael’s Garden Club would continue to plant and
maintain 220 memorial geraniums in
the St. Francis Garden and the front of
the church.

As our work began to increase, our plea
for help was answered by Mary Germann.
We received community service workers, Jackson High School seniors and
maintenance employees to help us
especially on our work days. We started
a watering schedule so committee
members would take a week to keep
the grounds watered. A parishioner offered some canna bulbs and since we
never turn down a freebie, we looked
and found the perfect spot for them.
Bob and Sandy Bolek would plant these
bulbs along the side of the gym, maintain them, dig them up in the Fall, repot
them in the Spring , store them in their
heated garage and replant them again.
We could have started a canna farm
with the bulbs. These showy plants have
become a trademark of our committee.
Fr. Brad Helman’s 40th anniversary
of ordination in 2008 saw the
development of the so a Pastors’ Garden
by the bell tower. This garden would

complete our plan of landscaping
development of the grounds and all we
would need to do would be to maintain
them – so we thought!
By the Fall of 2012, the committee was
informed that the priests would build
a new residence so the planning and
designing began again by Jim Schmader.
John Marzelli was called in again to
do some major grading and remove
many rocks. By August, 2013, the job of
grading, mulching, planting, sodding,
and seeding was completed. Needless
to say, we were very happy to see an
irrigation system installed. Two benches
were placed at the entrance of the church.
In August of this year, The Canton City
Garden Club awarded St. Michaels with
an Award of Merit for the landscaped
grounds especially the St. Francis
Garden. We accepted this award with
much gratitude and appreciation of a
job well done.

“Where there
is rest and
meditation,
there is neither
anxiety nor
restlessness”
—St. Francis of Assisi

Labyrinth Peace Garden
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A CD Project Cometh Your Way... Stay Tuned…
By Jeff Fricker, Youth Minister / Music Minister

I

n our many article contributions to
this newsletter from the youth ministry hat I wear I have yet to take an
opportunity to discuss the music hat
that I also wear in my daily routine at St.
Michael’s. I thought I’d take some time
to share with you information about a
recording project we’ve been working
on for several years. Without the support
of our leadership, staff, band, Ensemble
and the congregation at St. Michael’s
this project would have never gotten
off the ground; thanks for being patient.
That said we have set a CD release date
for mid-May of a 10 song album of
original Catholic music composed over
the past 15 years.
Needless to say this project has been a
long time coming and it all started with
Fr. Brad giving his blessings to this endeavor at the beginning of his illness. As
one of his caregivers we sat together one
very special evening (he was a captive
audience) and listened to the first five
psalms that Joe Smithberger and I had
recorded. I will never forget that night
as he nodded his approval song after
song… he was probably just being nice!
His favorite Psalm from that session will
most assuredly be on this CD. Once Fr.
King settled into his new role as Pastor
of St. Mike’s the topic of this CD project
was once again discussed. Not only has
Fr. Don embraced this project but he has
helped refine lyrics on several songs as
has Justin Huyck and Libby Saxton. As
always thanks to Fr. Don for your love,

support and friendship throughout this
recording process.
The list of contributors, supporters and
musicians for this recording project is
many and will be acknowledged on the
CD upon its release. Without knowing it The Most Reverend George V.
Murry, S.J., Ph.D Bishop of the Diocese
of Youngstown helped rejuvenate this
project when he took a liking to “The
Footsteps of Christ”, the theme song
composed for the Diocesan Youth
Convention in 2012. His fondness for
that tune brought an invitation that very
day for us to sing that song at the Chrism
Mass last April. After picking my chin
up off the choir loft floor I told him that
we would be honored to do so. To say
that it was ‘pretty cool’ to witness our
Bishop leading the congregation in one
of our own compositions during the
Chrism Mass… where every priest and

religious in the Youngstown Diocese was
in attendance…is very much an understatement. That experience will forever
be etched in my mind. A lucky man am
I. Thanks Holy Spirit for the melodies! As
this project continues to evolve we ask
for your continued prayers of support.

“It’s where I live these days...” Jeff Fricker

Attention All St. Michael Volunteers...
Save the Date!
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend our 4th Annual
Volunteer Appreciation Celebration on Sunday March 2, 2014
from 2-4 PM in the Gymnasium. This special time is set aside to
thank those who have volunteered in any capacity throughout the
year. You can call the parish office at 330-492-3119 ext. 20 to RSVP.

We look forward to seeing you there!
Winter 2014
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Greetings from the Office of Youth Ministry!
Planting seeds…. That’s what ministry is all about. Just a few words about this soon-to-be-graduating class of
2014. Wow! One of the best classes we’ve had through Life Teen. Devoted, faith-filled teens accompanied
with strong family support -- who could ask for more? Below you will find an article submitted by Jennifer
and Scott Hake whom I have known since they were “knee-high-to-grass hoppers.” I remember dropping
off Hannah at their home to play when they were in their early grade school years. .. Time flies…. Don’t
blink! It has truly been an honor to watch both Jen and Scott mature into outstanding young people and I
thank them for the following words. Best of luck to the entire Class of 2014, we will miss you! — Jeff Fricker

A Great Experience
By Jennifer and Scott Hake, Class of ‘14
Throughout our four years in Life Teen
we have studied many topics including
vocations, scripture, sacraments, and
morality. As we close out our senior
year and look back over the past four
years we realize that one of the most
important things we learned was how
to see God in our daily lives.
Different activities we have participated
in with Life Teen include retreats in
the spring and fall, summer mission
trips, social events like bowling and
laser quest and service projects. These
Life Teen has boosted
our confidence, improved our
leadership skills, and allowed us
to grow in our faith.

activities helped bring together youth
groups from other local parishes
which helped us meet other teens
outside our parish. During the retreats
we were able to get away from our
everyday problems and spend a few
days focused on God. The mission trip
to Eastern Kentucky, summer of 2012,
consisted of a weeklong stay in the
heart of Appalachia. We helped fix up
a small house during the day and in the
evening we were able to hang out and
Continued on page 11
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Life Teen Fall Retreat

Photos by Jeff Fricker
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play games. The mission trips allowed
us to help others beyond our local
community.
We had the opportunity to be on the
leadership team all four of our high
school years. This position consisted
of meeting once a month with Jeff and
some of the other core team members to
discuss our Life Nights, service projects
and fundraisers. Another responsibility
of leadership is planning the peer-topeer spring retreat. Planning included
meeting five Sundays prior to the retreat
where we created a theme along with
all the details that would occur across
that weekend. The core team of adults
provided assistance along the way.
Life Teen has given us great experiences
that will stay with us for the rest of our
lives. It is a place where you can be
yourself and share your opinion without
the fear of being judged by others. At
Life Teen, social circles and “clicks”
disappear, giving us the opportunity to
make friends with many different kinds
of people that we may not normally
have talked to. It also gave us a group
of adults that we felt safe around and
were willing to open up to for advice.
Life Teen has boosted our confidence,
improved our leadership skills, and
allowed us to grow in our faith.
Life Teen Bowling Event

Teens participate in Hammer & Nails service project on November 16, 2013.
Winter 2014

Photos by Jeff Fricker

Photos by Jeff Fricker
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St. Michael the Archangel Church
3430 St. Michael Blvd. NW
Canton, OH 44718-3099
Return Service Requested

St. Michael the Archangel Parish Newsletter

February

13 —
 Hamilton Forum, 11:30, Fannon Center
17 — President’s Day, No School/Offices Closed
18 —
 Catholicism Film Series, 8:45am, SMR
20 —
 Catholicism Film Series, 7pm, Fannon Center
21 —
 Helman Concert Series Organ Recital, 7pm, Church
27 —
 Lectio Divina, 7pm, Fannon Center

March

02 —
 Volunteer Appreciation, 2-4pm, Gym
02 — Lectio Divina, 10:15am, Chapel
05 —
 Ash Wednesday - Masses at 6:45am, 9am, & 7pm,

Ash Service at 12:15pm
16, 17, 18, 19 —
 Lenten Mission, 7pm, Church
20 —
 Hamilton Forum, 7pm, Fannon Center
21 —
 Helman Concert Series, Echoing Air, 7pm, Church
29 —
 Men’s Retreat, 9am, Fannon Center
Parish Office: 330.492.3119

Winter 2014

April

04 —
 SMS Living Stations, 1:40pm & 8pm, Church
06 — Blood Pressure Screening, Parlor
08 —
 Communal Reconciliation, 7pm
11 —
 SMS Living Stations, 1:40pm & 8pm, Church
17 —
 Holy Thursday - Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7pm, Church
18 —
 Good Friday Services - 3 & 7pm, Church
19 —
 Easter Egg Hunt, 9am, Gym
19 —
 Easter Vigil -8:30PM (begins outside in the Labyrinth Garden
with the Service of Light)
20 —
 Easter Sunday - Masses at 7:15, 9, 11 & 12:30pm
(No 5:30pm Mass)

For more information
please visit our website at
www.stmichaelcanton.org

Eucharistic Adoration is 9am to 9pm every Thursday in the Chapel

