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WHAT IS A
CHRISTIAN STEWARD?
A Christian Steward is defined as “one, who
receives God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes and tends
them in a responsible and accountable manner,
shares them in justice and love with others, and
returns them with increase to the Lord."
~ The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

"Stewardship applies to
everything in our lives– all
personal talents, abilities
and monetary resources."

a year's overview

MESSAGE FROM
OUR PASTOR
Dear Parishioners,
Once again this year we turn to
thoughts of stewardship and ask
you to consider your commitment
to sharing your time, talent and
treasure in the service of our
parish mission and for the sake of
those many individuals who are
served by our parish. This autumn
we are asking you to consider how
your make good use of the gift of
time God gives you.
In this brochure we want to offer
you a summary of the parish’s
ministry activities during the past
year as well as a snapshot of St.
Michael Parish financial position at
the end of the year’s budget cycle.
You will see that our ministries
continue to expand, but so do our
costs. Once again this year because
of your support of the mission of
St. Michael, we have been able to
increase our witness to the Good
News of Jesus within the parish and
beyond. Your generous sharing of
time, talent and treasure make it all
possible.
As you will see, we were able to
finish 2017-2018 in the black,
largely because of your increased
offertory gifts and cost controls in
the school and parish budgets.

Note that our budget proposal for
this year reflects some major
capital expenses. Increases to
teachers’ salaries, roof repairs,
school air conditioning and new
windows, along with several other
needed improvements have been
budgeted and have already begun.
Please take some time to review
the information in the brochure.
I believe it is important that, as
parishioners, you are well
informed regarding the data that is
included here. It is your gift and
your participation that make
fulfilling our mission possible and
that have a direct impact on what
St. Michael Parish is able to do in
the name of the Lord Jesus.
Thank you for continuing to be
responsible stewards of the gifts
entrusted to you. Relying on God’s
goodness and your willingness to
support our mission, we will
continue to extend our ministries
and outreach as well as meet the
expenses that underwrite them.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend Donald E. King, Pastor

MESSAGE FROM THE
FINANCE COUNCIL
Dear Parishioners:
What a privilege it is for those of us who serve on the
finance committee to represent each of you in ensuring
your sacrificial gifts to St Michael Church are prudently
spent and invested. This past year was successful because
of your commitment to our mission, programming, and
beautiful parish campus.
Highlights of the past year included in the completion of
the Fannon Center renovation, the final project in the
“Building on Our Heritage” campaign. The room has seen
renewed use in parish, school, and community activities.
The campaign itself has been closed out, with 96% of
pledges collected. Thank you to all for your generous
response.
Perhaps unseen, but certainly needed, were three major
improvements to our school: replacement of the original
roof sections, replacement of all windows, and the addition
of air conditioning. What started as a long-term goal last
year quickly materialized due to the combined efforts of
school and parish leaders, several key donors, a very
successful “Men Who Cook” school fundraiser, and a
diligent approach in securing the contractors to complete
the work. This investment and enhancement of our school
is critical to the long-term mission of the church and the
success in retaining and attracting students.
Social justice and outreach saw increased emphasis this
year with our investment in a full-time staff member
dedicated to these efforts. This focus, alongside the work
of the St Michael Charity Fund, reflects our firm
commitment to living the gospel in our greater Stark
County community.
These accomplishments are made possible through your
generosity and the hard work of the parish staff. This was
the first full year that incorporated the most recent effort
to increase weekly and monthly giving, and by all accounts
was a success. Our parish was able to end the year with a
net positive budget, which included completion of the
noted capital investments, a diligent approach to saving for
future needs, and implementing a plan that demonstrates
the value our St Michael School teachers have in carrying
forth the mission of our parish and school.

(Continued Letter From Finance Council)
This past year, many fellow parishioners took advantage
of the “We Share” online giving tool. Using this service
helps families better plan their regular giving, as well as
help parish staff, be more confident in revenue sources
to carry out the work here at St Michael. Please consider
participating in this simple and easy to use program.
The parish has also invested in a part-time staff member
to help families explore the possibility of planned giving,
remembering the parish as part of retirement and estate
planning. Such efforts and gifts take many years to
materialize and are a wonderful blessing to the longterm health of the parish.
As the finance council looks ahead, we are mindful that
all the good work at St Michael is a result of your time,
talent and treasure. We continue to develop a long-term
capital plan, most notably to address our parking lots
and other larger expenses and investments associated
with a facility of our size, and as the sanctuary addition
nears the 20 year mark. We are mindful, too, of the
ever-changing nature of the Catholic community in our
county and in our diocese, and how we must position
ourselves to be responsive to our parish needs and the
needs of our community at large.
We have much to be thankful for here at St Michael and
are grateful you feel the same. Your full participation in
all we do assures that our parish and school will be a
vibrant example of Christ’s kingdom on earth. Your
continued prayers and sacrifice are needed to continue
these good works, and for those, we are very grateful.
Alan Harold
Chairman, St. Michael Parish Finance Council

"As each one has received a gift, use it to
serve one another as good stewards of
God's varied grace."
1 Peter 4:10

PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES
Each year, the Finance Council, in collaboration with Fr. Don, the Parish Staff and Parish Pastoral Council,
conducts an annual review to determine which capital projects should be undertaken.

These projects are not

normally funded by operating revenue, but by savings, reserved funds, and through the efforts of the School
Advisory Board (SAB).

In evaluating projects, we look at the maintenance that is necessary to support our

aging facilities as well as initiatives that support our ministries.

In the past year St. Michael’s carried out the following capital projects at a total cost of $224,325
• Completion of Fannon Center renovations
• Complete installation of new Tabernacle
• Heritage Building Campaign Donor Plaques
• LED Lighting replacement in School Cafeteria

In the coming year some of the following capital projects are anticipated,
(depending on availability of funding) at an estimated cost of $575,000:
• Signage for inside and outside of buildings
• LED Lighting in the Parking Lots, Church, and School
• School window replacement
• HVAC needs in the parish school
• Parking lot replacement program

Additional capital needs have been identified that must be prioritized and
included in the strategic plans for both the church and school.

$700,000

• Continue roof replacement program
• Restroom updates and expansion
• Automated entry systems for the disabled in upper and lower gathering space
New Air Conditioning for the Gymnasium

The following items are on our “wish list” of hopeful items for the future if and
when we have funding available:
• Audio/Visual enhancements in the church

$75,000

• Additional rank of bells for the Bell Choir
• Eucharistic Chapel Stained Glass Windows
• Electronic Outdoor Sign $75,000

$6,200
$125,000
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THE
ARCHANGEL
CHARITY
FUND
The Archangel Charity Fund was introduced to St
Michael Parish in the spring of 2011.

Since its

inception, the parish has tithed 5% of Sunday
contribution s totaling $460,948.
"The principle of stewardship calls upon

Over the course of

the five years, we have provided financial support from

each of us to share our time, talent, and

the fund to those in need totaling nearly $399,692.

treasure both as individuals and as a

During this past fiscal year, we have provided over

parish community.

Just as we have made

individual commitments, the Parish has

$84,000 in grants. Some including:

also made a commitment as a faith
community to share our time, talent, and
treasure as a means to help those in need.
We will accomplish this through a

$ 600 - Alliance Catholic Worker
$ 2,000 - Beacon Academy School Supplies Support

charitable fund, the Archangel Charity

$ 10,000 - Catholic Charities

Fund…” – the Archangel Fund Grant

$ 600 - Community Services of Stark County

Review Committee

$ 5,000 – Domestic Violence Project
$ 6,000 - Downtown Thanksgiving Basket Cooperative
$ 1,275 – Emergency Medical Assistance
$ 10,900 - Grants to Support Parishioners in Need
$ 485 –Hartville Migrant Ministry
$ 400 – Loyola Retreat House
$ 4,775 – Malone University Scholarship Assistance
$ 500 - Mercy Medical Center
$ 9,000 – Refuge of Hope
$ 6,000 - St Benedicts/St Mary Food Ministry
$ 1,000 - St Vincent de Paul Society
$ 10,000 - Stark County Hunger Task Force
$ 500 - Seminarian Support
$ 3,000 - Walsh University Scholarship Assistance

$84,510.00 total in grants this year.

PRAY & GROW
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AT ST MICHAELS

In prayer, we purposely seek to be in relationship with God, who has gifted our lives in so many ways.

As

Christian stewards, we respond in thanksgiving by deliberately setting aside time to foster our relationship with
God as individuals, and as a community.

At St. Michael Parish, we do this in many ways through private and

communal prayer, and through active participation in the liturgy and sacraments.

We also seek to nurture our

relationship with God by reflecting on His presence in our lives, by growing in knowledge and by
understanding our faith tradition.

Following are some of the events that took place at St. Michael’s to enhance

our spirituality and faith lives, in addition to Sunday

Liturgy:

Vacation Bible School

Spirits & Spirituality - Adults in their 20's & 30's

The Hamilton Forum (six sessions)

Labyrinth Walks

Women's Book Study

Diocesan Child Protection Training

Women's Bible Study

Helman Concert Series - Voices of Canton

Weekly Eucharistic Adoration

Life Teen Mission Trips to WV Giving Tree

Helman Concert Series - Anderson Jazz Trio

Service Project; Hammer & Nails Project

Blessing of Animals
Vocations Prayer Chalice
Musical Walk-Through of the Mass
Life Teen Fall Retreat
School Art Show
HOPE Ministry Memorial Mass
Thanksgiving Ecumenical Prayer Service
Helman Concert Series - Aella Flute Duo
Confirmation Students -The Samaritan's Table
Evening Prayer Commemorating the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation
Suicide Epidemic Workshop
Praise & Worship Adoration Night
An Evening of Lessons & Carols
Women's Retreat with Kim Langley
Men's Retreat with Bill Miller
Pre-Lenten Mission with Dan Schutte

PRAYER TO
ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL

Helman Concert Series - MacDonell Club
Men's Prayer Breakfast
Men's Fellowship
Taize Prayer Service

St. Michael the Archangel, we honor you as a powerful
protector of the Church and guardian of our souls. Inspire
us with your humility, courage and strength that we may
reject sin and perfect our love for our Heavenly Father.

Living Stations of the Cross
Via Lucis - Stations of the Resurrection
Diocesan Vocation Fair

In your strength and humility, slay the evil and pride in our
hearts so that nothing will keep us from God. St. Michael
the Archangel, pray that we may have the grace to see the
image of God in the least of our brothers and sisters.

St. Michael the Archangel, you are the prince of angels but
in your humility you recognized that God is God and you
are but His servant. Unlike Satan, you were not overcome
with pride but were steadfast in humility. Pray for us that
we will have this same strength and humility.

Amen

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRIES
"What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save
him? If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says to them,
“Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well,” but you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is
it? So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead. "
~James 2:14-17

The list below includes parish outreach and partnerships that have been developed and supported by St.
Michael parishioners over the past year. Over 200 volunteers working more than 3,400 hours to serve the
people of God in our local community!

WHAT WE DO!
Walking in the footsteps of Christ we are called
to share our gifts as a way of life by providing
service to those in need, advocating for justice
in social structures and connecting faith with
action through local, regional and global
outreach ministry. Social Justice Ministries was
introduced to our parish in July of 2017 with a
full-time coordinator and an advisory board of
fourteen parishioners.

Food Drive
12,295 pounds (that's 6.15 tons) of food
collected in our year round Food Drive.
(January to June 2018)

Back-to-School Supplies
200 Back-to-School Supply Bags distributed
to students in Canton

DACA Letters
1845 Letters to Congress for Dreamer/DACA
legislative action

Christmas Giving Tree

1625 Gifts distributed to families in need in
Stark County

Weekender Backpacks
4800 Students were supported (year round) by
our Hunger Awareness collection which
distributed the Weekender Food Backpacks

Our Parish Recycles!
$ 12,444 Received from Paper/Cardboard
Recycling which helps fund our Emergency

PARTNERSHIPS INCLUDE
Akron Canton Regional Food Bank, Catholic
Charities Stark County, Centro San
Jose/Immigrant Worker Project (IWP),
Community Harvest, Habitat for Humanity,
Hammer & Nails, Hannah’s House, Hartville
Migrant Center, Matthew 8:20 Meal Ministry,
Refuge of Hope Meal Ministry, St. Benedict/St.
Mary Meal Ministry, Prison Ministry with MultiCounty Juvenal Attention System Canton and
Indian River Juvenal Correctional Facility
Massillon, Stark County Hunger Task Force.

Assistance Program – UP $3,244 FROM last
year…

First Step for Change
$ 9,700 First Step for Change Baby-Bottle
Collection for Catholic Charities

Catholic Relief Services
$ 1,376 Rice Bowl collection Catholic Relief
Services (CRS)

a year's overview

OUR PARISH
AT A GLANCE
Parish Population:
2,530 Families
8,605

Individuals

91 New Households in 2017-18

Student Enrollments:
328 Students enrolled at St Michael School
287 Student enrolled in Parish School of Religion (PSR)
101 Students in Stark County Catholic High Schools
57 High School Students participating in Life Teen

Sacraments and Funerals:
12 Catechumens, Inquirers, and Candidates
participating in Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
58 Baptisms
58 First Communions
73 Confirmations
16 Marriages
66 Funerals

676 Daily and Sunday Masses

61 Ministries
1,219 Volunteers
57,955 Estimated Volunteer hours

ST. MICHAEL THE
ARCHANGEL PARISH FINANCIALS
OPERATING INCOME AND EXPENSE
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SUPPLEMENTAL
INFORMATION
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MESSAGE FROM THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Dear Fellow Parishioners,

This past year has seen St. Michael's continue to be a very active and progressive parish. Existing ministries
and organizations have grown and new programs and ministries have been added. It should come as no surprise
that our parish was voted "Best Place to Worship" in the Canton Repository's "Best of the Best" contest last
year.
We were very fortunate to welcome Father Scott Kopp last summer and, he has been an extremely valuable
asset to our parish.

Unfortunately for St. Michael's, Father Kopp's time with us was deemed so productive by

our diocese that he will be leaving us after only one year to become pastor of his own parish. He will be missed.

One project Father Kopp was involved in was the formation of Stephen Ministry in our parish. This is a support
ministry for parishioners going through a difficult period. To date, eight of our parish members have been
trained to become "Stephen Ministers."

Our Parish School of Religion (PSR) had a very successful pilot program entitled "Families Together" which
involved the entire family in the growth and education of the child/student, as opposed to just once a week
classroom activities. The success of this program has led to a transition of our PSR program, which will now be
called "Families Growing in Faith" This program will shift emphasis back towards families in helping the
spiritual growth of the child/student.

Parish Council has been active this year in crafting a new Vision Statement for our parish, which should be
complete in the coming months. The council also decided to offer a social (non-fund raising) gathering and had
a very successful wine tasting event in February. The intent is to offer similar events in the future.

Existing ministries at our parish have continued to thrive and grow. A great example is our Social Justice and
Outreach Ministry which, among other activities, began a weekly food drive in our parish. This food drive has
been extremely successful and has met a huge need in our community.

As we look ahead to 2018-19, Parish Council is excited to continue our assistance to Father King in his
guidance of our parish. However, we are also sad that this will be our final year with Father King as he prepares
for retirement next spring. This will offer new challenges for our parish. With this in mind, our Stewardship
theme this year is "The Joy of Time," and our Council challenges all of us at St. Michael's to live each moment
of every day as witnesses to our Catholic faith and to contribute to the growth of our parish community.

May God continue to bless each of us and our parish,

Rick Salvino
Parish Pastoral Council

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL
Roman Catholic Church
3430 St. Michael Blvd. NW Canton, Ohio 44718
Phone: 330-492-3119

Fax: 330-492-0339

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am to 4:30pm
Tuesday 8:30am to 7:00pm

Weekend Masses
Saturday:4:00pm
Sunday: 8:30am, 11:00am, 5:30pm
(Fall/Winter: Labor Day to Memorial day)
Summer Sundays: 8:00am, 10:30am, 5:30pm
(Memorial Day to Labor Day)

Weekday Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 6:45am
(School Year Wednesday Mass is at 8:10am)
Thursday: Liturgy of the Word with Communion 8:00am
(No Morning Mass)

