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St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church

Who We Are...
St. Michael Vision Statement:
A Catholic Community on Journey in the
Tradition of the Second Vatican Council Seeking
Companions on the Way to the
Reign of God .

St. Michael Mission Statement:
St. Michael's Parish is a Catholic Christian
community called together by God to share in
the mission of Jesus Christ.
Our community invites each member to
participate actively in the parish by freely
developing his/her unique, God-given gifts to
love and care for one another in the name of
Jesus Christ.
We recognize our responsibility to share these
gifts with all members of the Kingdom of God.
We bear the responsibility of a community of
believers to accept and respect each others
expressions of faith, to proclaim the Glory of God
through worship, ministry and joyful love for all
people.
We willingly embrace the needs of our members
as well as the members of the wider human
community and challenge each other to live the
gospel values of Jesus Christ.
We hope that living our parish mission will result
in the spiritual growth and unity of our parish.

St. Michael Parish Census
Parish Population:
2,473 Families
8,487 Individuals
85 New Households in 2018-19
Student Enrollments:
412 Students enrolled at St Michael School (Pre-K through 8th)
263 Student enrolled in Parish School of Religion (PSR)
136 Students in Stark County Catholic High Schools
45 High School Students participating in Life Teen
Sacraments and Funerals:
12 Catechumens, Inquirers, and Candidates participating in RCIA Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
71 Baptisms
75 First Communions
82 Confirmations
18 Marriages
61 Funerals
487 Daily and Sunday Masses
Ministries & Volunteer Hours:
59 Ministries
1,180 Volunteers
55,460 Estimated Volunteer hours

FROM THE DESK OF

Fr. Donald King
Dear Parishioners,
Once again at this time of year we turn to thoughts of stewardship and ask you
to consider your commitment to sharing your time, talent and treasure in the
service of our parish mission and for the sake of those many individuals who
are served by our parish. This autumn we are asking you to consider how you
make good use of the gift of treasure God gives you. In this brochure we want
to offer you a summary of the parish’s ministry activities during the past year
as well as a snapshot of St. Michael Parish financial position at the end of the
year’s budget cycle. You will see that our ministries continue to expand, but so
do our costs. Once again this year because of your support of the mission of St.
Michael, we have been able to increase our witness to the Good News of Jesus
within the parish and beyond. Your generous sharing of time, talent and
treasure make it all possible.
As you will see, we were able to finish 2018-2019 in the black, largely because
of your increased offertory gifts and cost controls in the school and parish
budgets. Note that our budget proposal for this year continues to reflect some
major capital expenses. Increases to teachers’ salaries, led lighting in church
and school, attention to parking lots, along with several other needed
improvements have been budgeted and have already begun. Please take some
time to review the information in the brochure. I believe it is important that, as
parishioners, you are well informed regarding the data that is included here. It
is your gift and your participation that make fulfilling our mission possible and
that have a direct impact on what St. Michael Parish is able to do in the name of
the Lord Jesus. Thank you for continuing to be responsible stewards of the gifts
entrusted to you. I pray that you may offer your new pastor, Fr. Benson, the
same support and encouragement that I have found so life-giving over the past
nine years. Relying on God’s goodness and your willingness to support the
parish mission, I am convinced that St. Michael will continue to extend its
ministries and outreach as it meets the expenses that underwrite them.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend Donald E. King, Pastor

Happy
Retirement!
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Social Justice Ministries
This page highlights our parish outreach and partnerships with other faith and civil organizations ,
developed and supported by the parishioners of St. Michael. Over 200 volunteers working more than
4,000 hours to serve the people of God in our local community!

Year Round Food Drive
19,972 pounds (9.986 tons) of food collected
from June 2018 to June 2019
Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown Canton
Feeding over 5,000 Stark County residents
through the collaboration of local faith
communities and civic organizations.
Prison Ministry
Supporting our local Multi-County and Indian
River Juvenile Correction Facilities.
Weekender Backpacks
Hunger Awareness collection helps to fund
the Weekender Backpack Program that serves
4,800 students year round.
Christmas Giving Tree
1,850 gifts distributed to families in need in
Canton, Stark County, and beyond!
Our Parish Recycles!
$11,076 received from paper/cardboard
recycling which helps to fund our parish
Emergency Assistance Program.
MISSION & VISION
"Walking in the footsteps of Christ we are called to share our gifts as a way of life by providing
services to those in need, advocating for justice in social structures and connecting faith with
action through local, regional, and global outreach ministry."

St. Michael Parish

The Archangel
Charity Fund
The Archangel Charity Fund was introduced to
the parish in the spring of 2011. Since its
inception, the parish has tithed 5% of Sunday
contributions totaling $558,188. Over the course
of the six years, we have provided financial
support from the fund to those in need totaling
nearly $459,072. During this past fiscal year, we
have provided over $59,000 in grants. Some
including:

$1,500 - IWP-Centro San Jose
$500 - Happy Joyus & Free
$330 - Yanke Bionics Clinics, Inc.
$5,000 - Stark County Hunger Task Force
$5,000 - Beacon Charitable Pharmacy
$5,000 - Tiqvah Hands of Hope
$2,000 - Hartville Migrant Ministry
$10,000 - Catholic Charities
$14,250 - D.O.Y. Bishop's Appeal
$6,000 - Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown
$3,000 - Little Pink Ribbon Girl Foundation
$3,900 - Stark County Diaper Bank
$500 - Mercy Medical Center
$1,000 - Alliance Catholic Worker
$400 - Faith and Light Retreat
$1,000 - EN-RICH-MENT
$59,380 total in grants this year.

FROM THE DESK OF

Mr. Alan Harold

ST. MICHAEL PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Dear Parishioners:
On behalf of the members of your finance council, thank you for allowing us to
represent you in the important task of ensuring each and every sacrificial gift
made to St. Michael Church is used wisely. Your commitment has enabled us to
broaden our mission, grow and deepen our faith community, and maintain our
exceptional parish buildings and grounds.
The St Michael community has broadened our mission through increased
outreach and activities led by the Social Justice Team. The results are amazing
and far-reaching. Organizations around Stark County recognize St Michael as
a leader in service, and we accomplish this through your support.
Within the confines of our church and school, your giving has allowed us to
complete several projects this year. The school received new windows, a new
roof, and for the first time – air conditioning. These needed upgrades keep St
Michael School welcoming and competitive, and our utility and maintenance
costs have been kept in checked or reduced because of this investment. We
have moved our pre-school program from below the church to within the
school and office footprint, allowing for more collaboration between the
grades. Our students and teachers thank you for your help to make these
projects a reality.
Speaking of utilities, we are near completion in the conversion of the
remaining fluorescent and incandescent lighting fixtures to LED. This work
has taken place in phases over the past two years through your support and by
taking advantage of grants from American Electric Power. The change in
lighting is dramatic – brighter and clearer – and our monthly costs and regular
maintenance are greatly reduced.
Two important projects have been completed this year to help make our
church more accessible to all. A hearing loop system has been installed along
with automatic door openers in the upper and lower gathering spaces. To help
visitors to our parish, new interior room and directional signage is being
installed. We will continue to seek ways to make sure our space is welcoming
in every way.

On the fiscal management side, the parish and school ended the year on a
positive note, with all obligations being met and money being reserved for
future capital projects. As the finance council looks ahead, we are mindful that
all the good work at St Michael is a result of your time, talent and treasure. We
continue to develop a long-term capital plan to address larger expenses and
investments associated with a facility of our size. We are mindful, too, of the
ever-changing nature of the Catholic community in our county and in our
diocese, and how we plan to be responsive to our parish needs and the needs
of our community at large.
These accomplishments are made possible through your generosity and the
hard work of the parish staff. We saw an uptick in monthly envelope giving,
and parishioner participation in the “We Share” online giving program is
approaching our first target goal of 30% usage. Please consider participating
in this simple and easy to use program. Through diligent work of parish staff,
early results are favorable in creating a parish endowment, allowing the ability
to leave a lasting gift to St Michael. Such efforts and gifts take many years to
materialize and are a wonderful blessing to the long-term health of the parish.
We have much to be thankful for here at St Michael and are grateful you feel
the same. Your full participation in all we do assures that our parish and school
will be a vibrant example of Christ’s kingdom here on earth. Your prayers and
sacrifice are needed to continue these good works, and for those, we are very
grateful.

Alan Harold
Chairman, St. Michael Parish Finance Council

PARISH FINANCIALS
2018-2019 Fiscal Year

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

FROM THE DESK OF

Mr. John DeCola

ST. MICHAEL PARISH DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Dear Friends,
This past year marked the initiation of an endowment fund for the
benefit of the St Michael Catholic Community. St Michael the Archangel
Legacy Fund has been established at the Stark Community Foundation.
This is a permanent fund established to be allocated to capital projects,
additional scholarship or school support and expand the ministry of the
church programs that directly benefit St Michael the Archangel Church
and its parishioners.
This inaugural year was spent in setting up processes, defining action
plans, and meeting with church leadership, key committees and key
individuals. In addition, we began the education process of what an
Endowment like our Legacy Fund can mean to the future of our parish
and all future generations of our families.
Purpose of the Endowment Fund:
By design, the endowment fund will protect the longevity and legacy
of St Michael Catholic Community.
Contributions allow for sustained, steady growth.
When vested, the fund earnings provide a constant source of annual
income for ministry, capital needs or emergencies.
The Legacy Fund provides an organized and accessible opportunity
for donors to contribute to the future.
The Legacy Fund will be managed by the Stark Community
Foundation for optimized return and local impact.
While we have a good beginning and a solid base to build upon, there is
much to do to insure the growth of the fund going forward. In this next
year, you will hear much more about our plans and our direction as it
relates to leaving a footprint so that we can be assured that our parish, its
liturgies and its programs will remain for all of our descendants to enjoy.
God has certainly blessed this faith family. I look forward to working with
you to assure the future of the St Michael Community.
In Christ,
John DeCola
Director of Development

HOW THE LEGACY FUND WORKS:

St Michael the Archangel Endowment Fund Balances:
Legacy Fund Endowment
$20,273
Helman Scholarship Endowment
$43,285
Archangel Charity Fund Endowment $51,661

Current Asset Allocation:

To establish your Legacy or if you have
any questions, please contact
Mr. John DeCola
Director of Development
330-492-3119 ext 213 or
john@stmichaelcanton.org

PARISH PROJECTS
Each year, the finance council, in collaboration with our pastor, the parish staff and
parish pastoral council, conducts an annual review to determine which capital projects
should be undertaken. These projects are not normally funded by operating revenue,
but by savings, reserved funds, and through the efforts of the school advisory board
(SAB). In evaluating projects, we look at the maintenance that is necessary to support
our aging facilities as well as initiatives that support our ministries.
In the past year, July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 St. Michael’s carried out the
following capital projects at a total cost of $695,000.
LED Lighting in the Parking Lots, Church, and School Cafeteria
School window replacement
HVAC needs in the parish school
Roof replacement of selected sections on St Michael School
Automated entry systems for the disabled in upper and lower gathering space
Addition of Promethean Learning Boards in each classroom
Listen Loop installed in church
Upgrades to the gym audio system
In the coming fiscal year, July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020, the following capital
projects have been prioritized subject to funding availability $290,000:
Parking lot replacement program
Relocation of St. Michael Preschool
LED lighting replacement in the school building
LED lighting replacement in the church
Renovation of old preschool to become meeting rooms for parish ministries
Directional signage for inside the buildings
Middle school carpet replacement in classrooms
Enhance video monitoring
Additional capital needs have been identified that must be prioritized and included in
the strategic plans (2020-2025) for both the church and school. $1,100,000
Labyrinth replacement
Upgrade exterior sign on Fulton Road
School Technology upgrades as needed
Capital infrastructure repair/replacement e.g. mechanical systems
Restroom updates and expansion
Included in the five year capital plan are the following items on our “wish list”. These
key items make almost half of the total remaining capital plan:
Audio/Visual enhancements in the church $175,000
Additional rank of bells for the Bell Choir $6,200
Eucharistic Chapel Stained Glass Windows $125,000
Electronic Outdoor Sign at the intersection of Whipple & Fulton $75,000
Replace the Labyrinth $100,000

PRAY, GROW, & GET INVOLVED
In prayer, we purposely seek to be in relationship with God, who has gifted our lives in
so many ways. As Christian stewards, we respond in thanksgiving by deliberately setting
aside time to foster our relationship with God as individuals, and as a community. At St.
Michael Parish, we do this in many ways through private and communal prayer, and
through active participation in the liturgy and sacraments. We also seek to nurture our
relationship with God by reflecting on His presence in our lives, by growing in
knowledge and by understanding our faith tradition. Following are some of the events
that took place at St. Michael’s to enhance our spirituality and faith lives, in addition to
Sunday Liturgy:

Vacation Bible School
Host to The Hamilton Forum
Women's Book Study
Weekly Eucharistic Adoration
Host to The Diocesan Youth
Convention
Helman Concert Series with
Jesse Manibusan
Blessing of Animals
Vocations Prayer Chalice
Musical Walk-Through of the
Mass
Youth Ministry Fall & Spring
Retreats
St. Michael School Art Show
Art Series: Stain Glass
Windows with Cindy Kessler
HOPE Ministry Memorial
Mass
Thanksgiving Interfaith
Prayer Service
Helman Concert Series with
The Steve Dallas Orchestra
Parenting Workshop
Praise & Worship Adoration
Night
An Evening of Lessons &
Carols
Women's Retreat with Fr.
Patrick Manning
Men's Retreat with Fr. Scott
Kopp

"Open Your Hymnal" PreLenten Mission with Marty
Haugen, Matt Reichert, and
Zach Stachowski
Men's Prayer Breakfast
Men's Fellowship
Taize Prayer Service
Living Stations of the Cross
Monthly Social Justice
Speakers
RCIA - Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults
Spirits & Spirituality - Adults in
their 20's & 30's
Labyrinth Walks
Diocesan Child Protection
Training
Helman Concert Series with
The Canal Fulton Community
Band
Summer Ultimate Frisbee

FROM THE DESK OF

Richard Salvino, M.D.
ST. MICHAEL PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN

Dear Fellow Parishioners,
Reflecting back on the 2018-19 year, St. Michael's continued to be a
vibrant and active parish. From newer organizations like our Stephen
Ministry to our numerous Social Justice Ministries, our parish's
contributions to our community were innumerable. Obviously, the
strength of any parish is the people within it, and St. Michael's is no
exception. Our stewardship theme for this past year was "The Joy of
Time", and we are blessed to have so many people who give tirelessly of
themselves for the good of our parish as well as our community as a
whole. This has been demonstrated by numerous parish members who
have been honored to be selected as participants in Leadership Stark
County over the years - the latest of which was Jeff Fricker. As we look
ahead to 2019-20, a few of the people who have made our parish what it
is have departed.
Seminarian Scott Brand moved on after spending a year at St. Michael's
for his Pastoral Internship year. Scott's infectious smile will certainly be
missed by all of us. The exuberant manner in which Scott approached his
faith and vocation should serve as an example to each and every one of
us. We wish Scott all the best in his continued journey to the priesthood,
and perhaps our paths will cross again one day!
Pat Berring retired after 38 years as our liturgical coordinator. Many of
us may not have been aware of the breadth of her responsibilities. She
leaves a void that cannot be easily replaced, and we owe her a huge debt
of gratitude for all of her countless efforts. Whether it be organizing
weekly liturgies through tasks such as scheduling lectors and Eucharistic
ministers, or helping put together our weekly bulletin, Pat's numerous
duties have made St. Michael's a spiritually fulfilling place to worship and
pray during her time here. She will be dearly missed.

Obviously, our most visible departure was that of our pastor, Father Don
King. Father King came to St. Michael's as our fifth pastor nine years ago.
His tenure here certainly followed in the legacy of the great men who
came before him: Monsignor Hartmann, Monsignor Halter, Monsignor
Fannon, and Father Helman. Father King has overseen the growth of our
parish spiritually with the formation of numerous new ministries and
organizations. He also oversaw a capital campaign which saw our parish
expand physically. However, his greatest gift to our parish may well have
been the way he personally made each of us feel welcomed as a member
of the St. Michael's family. We wish him nothing but the best in his
retirement!
With people departing, new people obviously arrive to take their place.
We have been excited to welcome a familiar face as St. Michael's sixth
pastor: Father Benson Okpara. We also welcomed as our new associate
pastor Father Zachary Coulter. Our Parish Pastoral Council is anxious to
work with Father Benson and Father Coulter in an effort to follow the
new Vision Statement which we crafted this past year. We strive to make
St. Michael's "A Catholic community on journey in the tradition of the
Second Vatican Council seeking companions on the way to the reign of
God."
So, as we look ahead to 2019-2020, St. Michael's will face the inevitable
challenge of "change". However, with the strong foundation our parish
has been built upon, due in no small part to the names mentioned above, I
am confident that we will continue to flourish as a preeminent parish in
our diocese. To those of you who are involved in our parish, I say "thank
you" for all you do and keep up your great work. To those of you yet to
become involved, I challenge you to make a "change" in your own life this
year: join one of our many ministries and become an active part our of
parish community.
God bless you all,

Rick Salvino
Parish Pastoral Council

ST. MICHAEL PARISH PICNIC AUGUST 11, 2019

FR. DON KING - CELEBRATION OF SERVICE
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